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OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR DISTRESS
AND SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS

§ 80.1109 Distress, urgency, and safety
communications.

(a) Distress traffic consists of all
messages relating to the immediate as-
sistance required by the ship in dis-
tress, including search and rescue com-
munications and on-scene communica-
tions. Distress traffic must as far as
possible be on the frequencies con-
tained in § 80.1077.

(b) Urgency and safety communica-
tions include: navigational and mete-
orological warnings and urgent infor-
mation; ship-to-ship safety navigation
communications; ship reporting com-
munications; support communications
for search and rescue operations; other
urgency and safety messages and com-
munications relating to the naviga-
tion, movements and needs of ships and
weather observation messages destined
for an official meteorological service.

(c) Intership navigation safety com-
munications are those VHF radio-
telephone communications conducted
between ships for the purpose of con-
tributing to the safe movement of
ships. The frequency 156.650 MHz is
used for intership navigation safety
communications (see § 80.1077).

§ 80.1111 Distress alerting.
(a) The transmission of a distress

alert indicates that a mobile unit or
person is in distress and requires im-
mediate assistance. The distress alert
is a digital selective call using a dis-
tress call format in bands used for ter-
restrial radiocommunication or a dis-
tress message format, which is relayed
through space stations.

(b) The distress alert must be sent
through a satellite either with absolute
priority in general communication
channels or on exclusive distress and
safety frequencies or, alternatively, on
the distress and safety frequencies in
the MF, HF, and VHF bands using dig-
ital selective calling.

(c) The distress alert must be sent
only on the authority of the person re-
sponsible for the ship, aircraft or other
vehicle carrying the mobile station or
the mobile earth station.

(d) All stations which receive a dis-
tress alert transmitted by digital selec-

tive calling must immediately cease
any transmission capable of interfering
with distress traffic and must continue
watch until the call has been acknowl-
edged.

§ 80.1113 Transmission of a distress
alert.

(a) The distress alert must identify
the station in distress and its position.
The distress alert may also contain in-
formation regarding the nature of the
distress, the type of assistance re-
quired, the course and speed of the mo-
bile unit, the time that this informa-
tion was recorded and any other infor-
mation which might facilitate rescue.

(b) The format of distress calls and
distress messages must be in accord-
ance with CCIR Recommendation 493
as specified in § 80.1101.

(c) Ship-to-shore distress alerts are
used to alert Rescue Coordination Cen-
ters via coast stations or coast earth
stations that a ship is in distress.
These alerts are based on the use of
transmissions via satellites (from a
ship earth station or a satellite EPIRB)
and terrestrial services (from ship sta-
tions and EPIRBs).

(d) Ship-to-ship distress alerts are
used to alert other ships in the vicinity
of the ship in distress and are based on
the use of digital selective calling in
the VHF, MF, and HF bands.

(e) Shore-to-ship distress alert relays
are used by a station or Rescue Coordi-
nation Center to relay information
about a ship in distress to, as appro-
priate, all ships, a selected group of
ships, or a specific ship by satellite
and/or terrestrial means. The distress
alert relay must contain the identifica-
tion of the mobile unit in distress, its
position and all other information
which might facilitate rescue.

§ 80.1115 Transmission of a distress
alert by a station not itself in dis-
tress.

(a) A station in the mobile or mobile-
satellite service which learns that a
mobile unit is in distress must initiate
and transmit a distress alert relay in
any of the following cases:

(1) When the mobile unit in distress
is not itself in a position to transmit
the distress alert; or
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(2) When the master or person re-
sponsible for the mobile unit not in dis-
tress or the person responsible for the
land station determines that further
help is necessary.

(b) A station transmitting a distress
alert relay in accordance with para-
graph (a) of this section or § 80.1121(c)
must indicate that it is not itself in
distress.

§ 80.1117 Procedure for receipt and ac-
knowledgement of distress alerts.

(a) Acknowledgement by digital se-
lective calling of receipt of a distress
alert in the terrestrial services must
comply with CCIR Recommendation
541, which is incorporated by reference.

(b) Acknowledgement through a sat-
ellite of receipt of a distress alert from
a ship earth station must be sent im-
mediately (see § 80.1119).

(c) Acknowledgement by
radiotelephony of receipt of a distress
alert from a ship station or a ship
earth station must be given in the fol-
lowing form:

(1) The distress signal MAYDAY;
(2) The call sign or other identifica-

tion of the station sending the distress
message, spoken three times;

(3) The words THIS IS (or DE spoken
as DELTA ECHO in case of language
difficulties);

(4) The call sign or other identifica-
tion of the station acknowledging re-
ceipt, spoken three times;

(5) The word RECEIVED (or RRR spo-
ken as ROMEO ROMEO ROMEO in case
of language difficulties);

(6) The distress signal MAYDAY.
(d) The acknowledgement by direct-

printing telegraphy of receipt of a dis-
tress alert from a ship station must be
given in the following form:

(1) The distress signal MAYDAY;
(2) The call sign or other identifica-

tion of the station sending the distress
alert;

(3) The word DE;
(4) The call sign or other identifica-

tion of the station acknowledging re-
ceipt of the distress alert;

(5) The signal RRR;
(6) The distress signal MAYDAY.
(e) The acknowledgement by direct-

printing telegraphy of receipt of a dis-
tress alert from a ship earth station
must be given by the coast earth sta-

tion receiving the distress alert by re-
transmitting the ship station identity
of the ship transmitting the distress
alert.

§ 80.1119 Receipt and acknowledge-
ment of distress alerts by coast sta-
tions and coast earth stations.

(a) Coast stations that receive a dis-
tress alert should defer acknowledge-
ment for a short interval so that re-
ceipt may be acknowledged by a Res-
cue Coordination Center. Where an ac-
knowledgement is not forthcoming
within 3 minutes, the coast station in
receipt of distress alerts must ensure
that they are routed to a Rescue Co-
ordination Center as soon as possible.
Coast stations must provide assistance
for distress communications when re-
quested to do so by the U.S. Coast
Guard. (This subpart does not specify
any radio watches for coast stations.)

(b) Coast earth stations in receipt of
distress alerts must ensure that they
are routed as soon as possible to a Res-
cue Coordination Center. Coast earth
stations must relay, as soon as pos-
sible, an acknowledgement of a distress
alert from a Rescue Coordination Cen-
ter.

(c) Certain messages must be carried
without charge, regardless of the
means by which they are transmitted:

(1) Distress alert messages;
(2) Search and rescue coordination

messages;
(3) Medical assistance messages

where an imminent danger to life is
present, or

(4) Urgent meteorological or naviga-
tional danger messages passed in the
ship-to-shore direction.

§ 80.1121 Receipt and acknowledge-
ment of distress alerts by ship sta-
tions and ship earth stations.

(a) Ship or ship earth stations that
receive a distress alert must, as soon as
possible, inform the master or person
responsible for the ship of the contents
of the distress alert.

(b) In areas where reliable commu-
nications with one or more coast sta-
tions are practicable, ship stations in
receipt of a distress alert should defer
acknowledgement for a short interval
so that receipt may be acknowledged
by a coast station.
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